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.Alkhaleej Center for Iranian Studies, is an independent
research institution dedicated to providing both research and
field studies on Iranian affairs. Its goal for deepen the overall
strategic understanding of Iran and to comprehend the current
Jranian situation. as well as to investigate potential future
developments in the structure of Iran’s project. which aims
to control the region>s resources and export its revolution to
neighboring countries.

The center’s mission is to achieve a profound understanding
of the region in light of Iran’s objectives by offering studies on
the challenges facing Arab countries. Tehran’s interventions in
these nations. and the long-term trends of the Iranian regime.
Additionally. the center serves as a free platform for individuals
to express their opinions on the region and what is being plotted
by Iran and its agents. while also seeking solutions to the various
problems associated with the aggressive activities of the Iranian
regime.

The center operates with objectivity. neutrality. and
professionalism. adhering to the highest international standards
of excellence through high quality studies and research to
enhance Iranian studies and raise the level of knowledge
according to top-tier competitive standards.

Alkhaleej Center was established in 2016. headed by
researcher and writer Sherif Abdel Hamid. a specialist in Iranian
affairs. The center has two branches: one in London. United
Kingdom. and the other in Cairo. Egypt. Since its inception. it
has worked to unveil the conspiracies targeting the Arab region
and expose Iran’s plots to destabilize the region by all means.

Alkhaleej Center, aims to provide research studies for
interested individuals. researchers. and decision-makers in the
Arab world. to offer a true and objective view of all that concerns
Iran. both domestically and internationally. This is with the
goal of formulating a unified Arab strategy to counter Irans
expansionist project. aiming to mitigate the negative effects of
this project on the Arab nation.

In its operations. the center relies on the efforts of experts
and researchers in Iranian affairs to provide in-depth analyses
on political. social. economic. and security issues that the Arab
region faces from Iran and its proxies in countries under its
control. such as Iraq. Syria. Lebanon. and Yemen.

«Alkhaleej Center, adopts several strategic goals. including:

Disseminating knowledge about Iranian affairs and reaching
the widest possible audience in the Arab world. particularly
researchers. academics. and intellectuals.

Preparing books. scientific studies. strategic research. and
reports on Iran’s domestic affairs and its foreign relations.

Enhancing the ability to predict events according to
distinguished academic standards. to confront various strategic
challenges.

Accurately monitoring the Iranian situation in all its details
and developments.

Publishing written. visual. and audio media on Iranian affairs
in several languages. following scientific and ethical publishing
standards.

Organizing  conferences. building
supporting decision-makers.

Establishing a training center focused on Iranian affairs and
teaching the Persian language.

Attracting, developing. and qualifying skilled human
resources to cover all the centers areas and activities.

Providing a fully supportive technical environment that
covers all fields and ensures the smooth. easy. and secure
operation of the center’s work.

The center. emerging from an Arab base. aspires to reach
global horizons. envisioning the future and aiming to contribute
to deepening Arab awareness of the current challenges. It seeks
to understand the map of future transformations with major
strategic dimensions and their implications for the Middle East
in general. and the Arab and Gulf regions in particular.

partnerships. and
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The Great Soul: Gandhi
the Father of India,
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and Gandhi the Racist
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Some Hindu scriptures, such as the:

1. Smriti texts (circa 500 CE - 1500 CE):

- Mention the concept of "thulabharam”
or "breast tax" in the context of caste rules
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and regulations.
2. Local records and historical accounts
(circa 18th - 19th century):
- Describe the practice of breast tax in
Travancore and other regions.
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~ 'Breast-cover tax'

Article

E

The "breast tax" caught wider attention in

2016, when BBC reporter Divya Arya reported
on a series of paintings by artist Murali T on
the legend of Nangeli.’¢? 5 The village legend
of Nangeli is about a woman who lived in the

early 19th century in Cherthala in the state of

Talk

Breast tax

4

=

Y 4

Mulakkaram, |iterally translated as breast tax,
was a poll tax imposed on women belonging
to Nadar, Ezhava and other lower caste
communities by the erstwhile Kingdom of

Tranvancore (in present-day Kerala state of

Travancore, and supposedly cut off her
breasts in an effort to protest against the
caste-based "breast tax.'"eb Sl According
to the legend, she cut off her breasts and
presented them to the tax collector in a
plantain leaf, then died of blood loss, llweb €]

women of Travancore.

India), and was not applicable to upper caste

12]web 1])[web 2][note 1]

The term “breast tax” was used to denote the

gender of the person and not breasts per
ge [web 3]lweb 4]

According to subaltern beliefg!veb Sllweb &]lweb 3]

the breast tax was imposed on lower class

According to local beliefs,[web Sliweb éllweb 3] tha
‘breast tax” was imposed on lower class
women if they covered their breasts in public,

to disencourage them from doing
Sg_l'-\"?t' 51(3](4][web &][note 2]

1. Manusmiriti (circa 200 BCE):

- Describes "untouchables" as people
who have committed sins in past lives
(iESS):

- Prescribes punishments for touching or
associating with "untouchables" (5.85-86).

2. Rigveda (circa 1500 BCE):

- Mentions the term
"asprishta" (untouchable) in a few
instances (e.g., 10.22.4).
3. Dharmashastras (circa 600 BCE - 600
CE):

- Some texts, like the Apastamba
Dharmasutra, describe "untouchables” and
prescribe rules for interacting with them.

questioned,

|-.'. aeh .-'|:..'.'r-;' ' weh 7

women if they covered their

breasts [web Sl3llislinote 2] This belief has been

web 3

I as lower

class women "were not allowed to wear upper
garments in public"®’ at all until
185917

3|[note 4)
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-
Did you know?

In the Punjab a sweeper was
required while walking through
streets in towns to carry a
broom in his hand or under his
armpit as a mark of his being a
scavenger.

Did you know?

Under the rule of the Marathas and the
Peshwas the Untouchables might not
spit on the ground lest a Hindu should
be polluted by touching it with his foot.
but had to hang an earthen pot round

his neck to hold his spittle. He was
made to drag a thorny branch of a tree
with him to brush out his footsteps and
when a Brahman came by. had to lie at

a distance on his face lest his shadow

might fall on the Brahman.

Did you know?

In Maharashtra. an Untouchable
was required to wear a black
thread either in his neck or on

his wrist far the purpose of
ready identification.

In Gujarat. the Untouchables
were compelled to wear a horn
as their distinguishing mark.

|
(1)"Chandala" (g1veTe) - Manusmriti (10.55) e e e
and Mahabharata (Anushasana Parva W:ﬁﬁ - ,ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%g
35.25) - Meaning: "Fierce, cruel, or wicked" SEa T A A SR T P el
- Used to describe Dalits as impure and At A e S T e T o
inferior.(2) "Shudra” (&)Rigveda(10.90.12) Eﬂﬂ;‘ﬁﬁﬂhﬁ%ﬁgy‘ﬁ?“ﬁn -
and Manusmriti (1.91) - Meaning:"Servant" Tt SR Ry A A
or "Slave" - Used to justify Dalits' e e e B S b T R
subordinate status. (3)"Asprishya’ (3rg2a) R SR T T T
- Manusmriti (5.131-132) - Meaning: S ppe—

"Untouchable” - Used to enforce physical
and social segregation. (4)Antyaja" (37=TsT)
- Manusmriti (10.4)- Meaning: "Outcaste” or
"Low-born"- Used to describe Dalits as
inferior and outside the varna system. (5)
‘Dasyu’ (a19]) - Rigveda (1.51.8)- Meaning:
‘Slave" or "Servant’- Used to describe Dalits
as subordinate and inferior.
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